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Press Release
Italian Film Festival Bangkok 2017
The EmQuartier and Quartier CineArt will hold the “Italian Film Festival Bangkok 2017” in cooperation with the Embassy of Italy and the Dante Alighieri Cultural Association, within the framework of the Italian Festival in Thailand 2017 and with the invaluable support of Generali Thailand as Official Sponsor and in cooperation with Benetone Films. 
The IFFB 2017 will screen seven critically-acclaimed Italian movies under the Artistic Direction of Maurizio Mistretta of Dante Alighieri Association. They are: “The Invisible boy”, “I, Harlequin”, “God Willing”, “Perfect Strangers”, “Like Crazy”, “The Francigena Path” and “Feather”. All movies will showcase a contemporary image of Italian culture through the quality of its best cinematographic productions, with genres ranging from Comedy to Drama, from Science Fiction to Documentary. 
The Festival's launch will be on Tuesday 12th September 2017 at 18.30 hours at EmQuartier Helix Garden with His Excellency, the Italian Ambassador to Thailand, Mr. Francesco Saverio Nisio, presiding over the opening ceremony, together with Thai-Italian actress Preem Ranida Techasit, followed by a screening of the movie “Like Crazy” (La Pazza Gioia). A 2016 Italian comedy film, it tells the story of two women from different backgrounds who become friends while being treated at a mental institution. This movie was screened in the Directors' Fortnight section at the 2016 Cannes Film Festival.
On the occasion of the “Italian Film Festival Bangkok 2017”, the Italian Embassy and Dante Alighieri Association will also organize three important collateral events:
1. Italian-Thai 90 seconds short film competition, in cooperation with Benetone Films, open to filmmakers and aspiring filmmakers in Thailand, Thai National and Expats. It encourages to discuss and produce 90 seconds short films on the topic "COLOUR OF ITALY", where "Colour" is used in a broad sense to represent the feel, the touch, the smell of Italy in the daily life of Thai people.

2. Roundtable on film distribution and co-production on the promotion of Italy and Thailand as "locations" for film-making by the two countries, on the 14th September 2017 at the Italian Embassy (by invitation only).
3. Workshop on Italian cinema organized by the Dante Alighieri Association in collaboration with Chulalongkorn University on 16th September.
Italian Film Festival Bangkok 2017 is held from 12th to 18th September at Quartier CineArt, 4th floor, The EmQuartier. Tickets are 180, 200 or 700 baht for a special couple seats. Every film will be shown with English and, for the first time, also with Thai subtitles. For more information or reservations, please contact 02-515-5555 or visit http://www.majorcineplex.com/
---------------------------------------
 We would like to express our sincere appreciation for your kind attention and further distribution. For               

 more information, please contact: 
EMBASSY OF ITALY: ufficioculturale.bangkok@esteri.it 
Dante Alighieri Association: italianfilmfestivalbkk@gmail.com     
Em Quartier: papatsa.pan@emporiumthailand.com 
Quartier CineArt: anusorn.cha@majorcineplex.com 
Benetone Films: rachvin@benetonefilms.com 
Generali: kittisaks@generali.co.th 
This year’s edition will comprise:
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The Invisible Boy (Il ragazzo invisibile): is an Italian � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy_film" \o "Fantasy film" �fantasy�-� HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superhero_film" \o "Superhero film" �superhero film� directed by the winning director Gabriele Salvatores ('Mediterraneo'). Michele Silenzi is a shy thirteen year old kid who lives with his single mum (a local police inspector). He is often overlooked at school and is picked on regularly by the school bullies. He wants to attend a fancy dress party as the object of his desires, classmate Stella, is going. Unfortunately the fifty Euro note he was to use to buy a superhero costume was stolen by the bullies. He instead has to settle for much cheaper costume that he is told belongs to an obscure Chinese superhero who has mystical powers.








I, Harlequin (Io, Arlecchino): Paolo is a well-known host of an afternoon TV talk show. When he receives a phone after a taping of one of his “reality shows” he learns that his father, Giovanni has been hospitalized and returns home to Cornello dei Tassi, in the Province of Bergamo. He discovers that his father is seriously ill. Giovanni, a former theatrical actor, famous for his role as “Arlecchino” has decided to spend his last months continuing to perform with the town’s small theater company in plays inspired by the “Commedia dell’Arte.”











God Willing (Se Dio vuole): Tommaso is a successful, respected cardiac surgeon who also happens to be an � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atheism" \o "Atheism" �atheist�. However, Tommaso's son Andrea who is a medical student announces in a family get-together that he wants to become a priest. Tommaso is petrified with he hears the news as he expected his son was going to come out as homesexual. Tommaso who is irritated with � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholicism" \o "Catholicism" �Catholicism�plan's with his son-in-law, Gianni to prevent Andrea's change. Tommaso goes undercover while Andrea is absent, on retreat in a monastery, to investigate and bring down the charismatic Father Don Pietro, who he believes has "brain-washed" his son and caused upheaval in his family.














Perfect Strangers (Perfetti Sconosciuti): Each of us has three lives: one public, one private and one secret. Once upon a time our secret lives were safely locked away in the archives or our memories, today they are locked away on our sim cards. If that tiny piece of plastic could talk, what would it say?














Like Crazy (La Pazza Gioia): Donatella and Beatrice reside in a psychiatric facility in Tuscany. They have very different life stories, but a chance to escape brings them together in an adventure that will change their lives forever and will help them realize the beauty in imperfection.











The Francigena Path (I volti della Via Francigena): I volti della Via Francigena is a documentary about the locations and the people of the major pilgrimage route to Rome from the north. It is a journey along a new concept of spirituality both religious and laic to build a different idea of life.











Feather (Piuma): Piuma is the story of Ferro and Cate, your average couple. All of a sudden, an unexpected pregnancy turns their world upside down. Hesitant and tentative, the two main characters navigate the most exciting and complicated nine months of their lives, trying not to lose their purity and unique poetic air.














